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ability of our exports be enhanced. It is in this sense that
railway rates act as a second line of protection. Similarly,
low rates should be declared on raw materials But in
this case the advantage should not accrue to foreign
exports, but only to internal trade The uiTimate end in
view should be to enhance the competitive power of India
in the markets of the world. Tiewed this \\ay, the quota-
tion of low port to port rates is not unjustifiable provided
it applies to exports. But on no account should this be
made the ground for discrimination.
What is needed is a national outlook. This is impossible
under the diverse nature of our railway system which
is partly state owned and partly company managed. It
would be too much to expect of the companies to take a
broad view. They are essentially profit-making bodies and
are perforce individualistic. This individualism can be
got over only by nationalisation of the railways or by
amalgamation. The Railway Enquiry Committee of 1937
did not favour unified control under a single administra-
tion. It felt that if all the Indian Railways were to be
amalgamated, central control would become weak and all
the inertia of an outgrown body would creep in. The
Committee was impressed with the need for preserving a
sort of healthy rivalry between the different administrations
and upheld the sovereign maxim of unity in diversity.
They, therefore, suggested that ultimately, the railway
Astern should consist of seven large groups in which the
Eastern Bengal and Assam Bengal Railways should be
clubbed into one and the South Indian and Madras and
Southern Maratta Railways should be amalgamated into
another. Whatever be the procedure to be adopted, what
is needed most is a unification in the rate structure.
in the matter of railway rates, there is great need for a
Centra! Tribunal which could guide rate policy in the
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